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FROM THE CHAIR...
Sue Atkins, Area 3 Chair
chair.area3@handbellmusicians.org

P

Fredericksburg, VA, our 2022 Youth Festival in the
greater Roanoke, VA area November 18-19 and our
Spring 2023 festival events in Ocean City (March 17-18)
and somewhere in Virginia (March 24-25). By the way, if
you know of a fabulous event space in Virginia that
would accommodate a couple hundred ringers, please let
Sarah Sheffield, our event coordinator know.

hew! They actually
happened! After a threeyear and two-day absence (not
that I counted or anything),
Area 3 was able to hold a full
Spring Festival in Ocean City,
MD, on March 18 and 19 and
the next weekend, a Jubilationonly event in Williamsburg, VA.

As you receive this issue your programs are probably
winding down for a summer break. I’m betting that this
ringing season, whether a church, community, or school
group, wasn’t the same as it had been in the past. Maybe
you had fewer ringers; maybe you had fewer
performance or worship opportunities; maybe you still
played virtually versus in-person. But whatever you did
this last year, take time to acknowledge you did
something that supported the art of handbell ringing in
Area 3. Without you and your efforts, no one would have
heard our glorious instrument. As you plan for fall and
into next year, reflect back on that with pride and joy.

As I told the gathered group in
Ocean City, part of the two years you spend in the Chairelect role is to get grounded on events before the Chair
job. Needless to say, that didn’t happen for me because,
well, pandemic. So, to say I felt completely unprepared
for the responsibility is an understatement. But, the Chair
is just the “face” of the event; there are so many more
people behind the scenes, before and during the festival,
that make an event happen. To that group, I want to say,
“Thank you.”

I hope to see you in Fredericksburg in August!

And the team is hard at work again now planning for our
2022 Directors’ Seminar on August 12-13 in

NECESSITY IS

THE

MOTHER

OF INVENTION

Beau Lochte, MD State Chair
md.area3@handbellmusicians.org

F

ollowing this past Christmas
season, my community bell choir,
Charm City Bronze Handbell
Ensemble, lost our bass bell ringer,
who rang C3 to F#3. Once the New
year started, I knew I had to do
something to get the bass bells ringing
again.

Our supplies included two pieces of plywood,
fourteen wooden legs, seven eye hooks, seven
bungee cords, foam,
black felt, and black
paint. Once the
structure was
complete, I reassigned
two ringers, who were
doubling before, to
now play the bass bells
on the new bass bell
rack.

Because of the size of the ensemble (currently comprised
of fifteen ringers) and our access to duplicate sets of bells,
I was previously able to double certain bell parts. For
example, we had two ringers each ringing the bell
positions C4/D4 and E4/F4, but the doubled ringers were
on opposite ends of the tables, which creates a
stereophonic experience for the listener—and the
conductor!

We have been
rehearsing for our
spring concert, and
the sound of the
malleted bass bells suspended in the rack provides
the foundation and depth of sound without having
to lift a bell. I am very grateful to Chuck & Tina
who shared their time and expertise in helping to
invent something born out of necessity: the Charm
City Bronze Bass Bell Rack!

After consulting with several creative and open-minded
ringers, we set out to design and build a bass bell rack
that would hold the bells in place and allow the ringer to
mallet the bells, removing the need to actually lift the
large bronze bells.
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ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR
WORKSHOP PRESENTERS
Sarah Sheffield, Coordinator of Events

A

t a recent Board meeting, your
Area 3 Board took action to
expand the pool of potential
workshop presenters for our festivals
and other events. You may be an
expert in a topic we hadn’t thought
of, have skills we never knew about,
or be an excellent workshop speaker,
and we didn’t know to seek you out.

will allow us to get to know you better and expand our
offerings to our members. So sharpen your pencils (or
your typing skills!), and let us hear from you!

So beginning now, our Coordinator
of Events will begin collecting workshop proposals and
speaker recommendations for all future events. There is
now a workshop presenter proposal form online on the
Area 3 website. You can find it here.
We believe nothing unites us more as musicians and
artists than sharing with each other through our
experience and knowledge. Collecting this information

GET INVOLVED!
Jerry Hill, Metro DC State Chair
dc.area3@handbellmusicians.org

T

hings are slowly getting back to
the new sense of normalcy.
Rehearsals are taking place, and a
few festivals and concerts are
happening. It seems we need
direction to where we are heading.
It’s time to look at our art form and
see the many opportunities to share
the beauty and wonder of the
instrument. The world awakens to
us.

Get involved! Great things are continually happening.
Be a part of it!

Some wonderful opportunities to ring have already
happened this spring with the possibilities of ringing the
national anthem for the NBA’s Washington Wizards to a
crowd of over 20,000 at the Capitol One Arena
(Washington, DC) as well as the Harlem Globetrotters at
the Eagle Bank Arena (Fairfax, VA) with thousands in
attendance. Check out joining Area 3 to ring the national
anthem at Nationals Park (Washington, DC) on July 14,
2022, as the Nationals take on the Braves at a 7:05 PM
game time. Email jdeanhill@aol.com for more
information.
Chimes are available to be used in school groups. Apply
here.
Copyright © 2015 HarperCollins Christian Publishing. Used by permission.
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INTERNATIONAL HANDBELL SYMPOSIUM
TO BE HELD IN NASHVILLE
Tammera Missel, Area 3 Member-at-Large
boardmember1.area3@handbellmusicians.org

T

he 20th International Handbell
Symposium will be this summer
August 1-6 in Nashville, TN!
International Symposium is held
every two years and rotates through
the eight different countries that
make up the International Handbell
Committee. These eight countries are:
Australasia, Canada, Great Britain,
Korea, Japan, Hong Kong, Singapore,
and the United States. This summer’s International
Handbell Symposium is going to be packed with fun for
everyone!

The Handbell Musicians of America National Seminar
Experience will be a condensed version of our normal
National Seminar. There will be a variety of classes to
experience with amazing instructors. Topics will
include bell trees, community choirs, rhythm,
conducting, mallet/percussion techniques, and more.
This event will take place July 31-August 1, 2022!
Unfortunately, due to the lack of youth registrants, the
International Youth Symposium (IYS) has been
cancelled, but there is still great news! The
International Handbell Symposium (IHS) and the
International Youth Symposium have been combined. If
there are youth who are still interested in participating
during an international event, they have the option to
register for IHS at a discounted rate. IHS is a massed
ringing event like we would see at festivals, but on an
international scale. I am excited to be a part of IHS this
summer and experience ringing under international
conductors, breakout classes that could include arts and
crafts from different countries, and more. I hope you
are as excited about the International Handbell
Symposium as I am and hope to see you there! For
more information, click here.

The event kicks off starting with our College Ring-In
under the direction of Dr. William Payn and Mr.
Toshikazu Yoshida. Imagine the traditional College Ring
-In but bigger and with other college students from
around the world. I can’t even imagine what it would be
like to be a college student participating in a massed
ringing event with students from around the world! This
event will take place July 30-August 1, 2022. The College
Ring-In will also provide the music for the opening
concert for the International Handbell Symposium.
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RING THE NATIONAL ANTHEM

H

AGE REQUIREMENT

andbell Musicians of America Area 3 will perform
the National Anthem for the Nationals vs. Atlanta
Braves on Thursday, July 14, 2022, with a 7:05 p.m.
game time. Choirs and individuals are welcomed. The
music must be memorized and is available at your favorite
music supply. Ticket price will be $50.00 which includes a
T-shirt to be worn for the event and transportation to and
from the ballpark from the massed rehearsal. Family and
guest tickets will be available for $35.00 without
transportation. Please make checks payable to “Handbell
Musicians of America Area 3.” Please return registration
form to Jerry Hill, 4517 Ferry Landing Road, Alexandria,
VA 22309.

Everyone must be at least twelve years old in order to
perform the national anthem. There must be a Parent/
Guardian Permission Form completed as well as a
signed copy of Area 3 Photography Policy for anyone
under the age of 18. Email them or bring them with you
to the mass rehearsal.

DRESS/T-SHIRT SIZE AND CHOIR ASSIGNMENT

T-shirts sizes are: Adult small, Adult medium, Adult
large, Adult XL, Adult 2X.
Ringers will wear the T-shirt provided along with khaki/
tan shorts or pants and casual footwear—no open-toed
shoes. Ladies may choose to wear a khaki/tan skirt. You
may wear a fanny pack or lightweight backpack under
the shirt. There will be plastic containers for valuables
in the cove area and will be guarded by an official from
the Nationals organization. Please do not wear baseball
caps, hats, or sunglasses during the performance. You
may wear sunglasses during the sound check and to get
in place for the presentation.

REGISTRATION DEADLINE

All registration forms and checks are due by June 24,
2022.

FAMILY AND GUEST TICKETS

Please send request form and check to Jerry Hill, 4517
Ferry Landing Road, Alexandria, VA 22309. Please contact
Jerry for tickets at jdeanhill@aol.com or
4517jerryhill@gmail.com or call (703) 619-0590. A
master list will be created for guest services at the ballpark
in case someone loses their ticket. Have your guests make
note of their seat numbers (store on your phone or in
your wallet). Guests may not ride with ringers to the
ballpark. You will be arriving prior to the opening of the
stadium.

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE JULY 14, 2022

Check-in will begin at 12 PM at First Baptist Church,
2932 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22302. T-shirts, tickets,
and ringer placement will be distributed.
12:00
1:00
2:15
3:00
4:00
4:15
6:10
6:56
7:00

MUSICAL SCORE
AG36050 The Star Spangled Banner arranged by John
Benke. The arrangement is recorded on YouTube.

SCORE MARKINGS


Rhythmic pattern of dotted eighth and sixteenth notes
throughout the piece



Steady tempo using all LV and R as indicated in the
composition
Measure 4 rit. into a tempo measure 5
Measure 33 complete cut off on fermata
Measure 34 slight rit. until shake at measure 37





Check-in
Rehearsal
Leave for Ballpark
Enter Nationals Park
Sound Check
Dinner/Free Time at Ballpark
Assemble
National Anthem
Bells Away

Return to First Baptist Church after the game or ride
home with family and friends.
For more information, email jdeanhill@aol.com, or
4517jerryhill@gmail.com or call (703) 619-0590.

CAPITAL RINGERS’ CELEBRATION YEAR

T

he Capital Ringers’ limited-engagement spring show,
Here Comes the Sun: Hope, Happiness and
Handbells, marks the beginning of a celebration year for
our founder and artistic director, Linda Simms. Linda’s
last series of shows will be our winter holiday
production, Christmas Reflections.

Information about the position is available on our
website. If you or someone you know has experience in
directing musical ensembles, please go there to find out
more information about this position. We look forward to
talking to all talented music ensemble directors in our
area. Interested parties should forward a letter of interest
and resume to recruiting@capitalringers.org on or
before May 31.

After eighteen years of touring DelMarVa with the
community handbell ensemble and building DelMarVa’s
largest collection of handbells and handchimes, Linda has
announced her intention to retire from the group at the
end of 2022. The Capital Ringers will continue, and a
search for a new artistic director is underway.

Information about upcoming shows is available at
www.capitalringers.org.
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HOW

TO

ADVERTISE

The Bell-O-Gram is a great way to reach more than 1,000
readers, all with an interest in handbells! For specific
advertising information, please click here. If you have
questions, contact editor Carl Ashley at (919) 735-2516 or
email: bellogram@gmail.com.
The Bell-O-Gram is published in November, January, April,
and August by Area 3 of the Handbell Musicians of America,
a non-profit organization dedicated to advancing the
musical art of handbell and handchime ringing through
education, community, and communication. The editor
reserves the right to reject/modify copy & ads. PNG files
render the cleanest reproduction results.

DEADLINES
November: September 15
January: November 15
April: February 15
August: June 15

RATES

Full page: $105
Half page: $75
Quarter page: $55
Eighth page: $35

Four-issue bookings receive a 20% discount.

The Bell-O-Gram

is published four times
a year by the
Handbell Musicians of
America Area 3.
No part of this publication may be
reproduced or transmitted in any form or
by any means, electronic or mechanical,
including photocopying, recording, or by
any information storage and/or retrieval
system, without express written consent of
the Handbell Musicians of America Area 3.

Copyright © 2022 by Handbell
Musicians of America Area 3.
All rights reserved.
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THE FUTURE OF HANDBELLS
Brian Seemann, Education Liaison
education.area3@handbellmusicians.org

I

into schools introduces our amazing instrument to each
new generation of upcoming musicians, and handbells
are also the perfect “team” instrument, teaching the
value of coordination and teamwork on a level not seen
in almost any other ensemble.

f I had to describe the future of handbells, it would
look something like my night earlier this week: I was
standing on the podium in a gym conducting the opening
piece of a massed festival. The musicians were 143
students ranging from seventh- to twelfth-graders, and the
event was the Washington Independent School Handbell
(WISH) Festival. This year was the post-COVID return of
the yearly festival that has been the highlight of my time
teaching handbells in the DC area. There is something
special about any massed ringing festival, but for me the
feeling is even better when the room is full of middle and
high school students who are all passionate and excited
about the instrument.

At Landon, I am lucky to lead a handbell program of 86
students from sixth grade through high school. My
personal dream would be for a handbell program like
this to be the norm, rather than the exception. In my
role as the incoming Area 3 Education Liaison, I want to
work to form a community of support and resources for
both those who do have handbells or chimes in their
classroom and also those who are interested in ways to
incorporate the instrument into the classroom. If you
fall into either of these categories or know someone
who does, I want to hear from you! Let us work toward
a goal of more bells in schools, more events and
performance opportunities for youth ringers, and more
resources for music educators!

In my fulltime job, I am the Director of Handbell
Ensembles at the Landon School in Bethesda, MD, where
I have the great joy of taking the excitement and
enthusiasm that brought me to this instrument in third
grade and passing it along to the next generation of
handbell musicians. Handbells and education are a
perfect companion for each other. Bringing handbells

ARE YOU NEW

TO

HANDBELLS?

Ken Bissell, Mentor Coordinator

mentorcoordinator.area3@handbellmusicians.org

I

t has been 47 years since I
walked into a small church
and heard handbells for the first
time. It is important to note
here that the director had some
experience playing another
instrument but had been
successfully leading that group
of eleven teens for several years.
When I was asked to lead the
group, I jumped in but was
totally lost about how this instrument worked.

program was conceived a number of years ago to address
the concerns of new ringers and directors (like me back
then) about how to work with this unique instrument.
We encourage any of you who are seeking assistance with
your situation to click here. At the bottom of the main
page, click on the “Networking and Mentoring” link.
There you will see a list of people in every sub-area of Area
3 with their contact information. That page also contains
detailed information about the program. If you are
interested in either getting some assistance or becoming a
mentor, there is a form which you can fill out and submit.
Once we receive the form, we will be in touch with you to
take the next step.

What is now known as HMA Area 3 had only been
organized for 15 years, there was no internet, and there
were few events happening. By chance, a flyer was mailed
to our church advertising a handbell workshop for
directors which I attended and from which I learned a lot
about technique and handbell assignments.

Our goal is to expand this list of contacts with volunteers
who have experience and are willing to share that
experience with new directors and ringers in your local
area.
For more information you can also contact me directly at
kenbhandbells@aol.com, kbissell63@gmail.com, or
by cell phone: (703) 622-2849.

Over the years, Area 3 has grown, has sponsored a number
of events annually, and has developed a great website in
coordination with the national organization. This growth
has given rise to the need to have a resource for people
new to the art of handbell ringing. The Area 3 mentoring
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RINGING INTO SPRING

SPRING FESTIVAL RECAP

Reginald A. Fox, VA State Chair

Laura Shelton, Spring Festival Chair

va.area3@handbellmusicians.org

M

S

arch 18-19 was a very exciting
weekend! For the first time in
a very long time, ringers from
Delaware, Maryland, and Virginia
gathered for the Area 3 Spring
Festival. Under the direction of
Jason Krug, 120 ringers mastered
their music and presented a
beautiful concert. We were blessed
with John Wernega’s arrangement
of the Ukrainian national anthem,
which was included in the final concert as well.

pringtime! As we reflect on the
two years of feeling the effects
of health crisis which crippled our
ability to meet in person and hear
the handbell ringing that we have
been enjoying for years, it is
motivating to look forward to
moving ahead with a new “normal.”
Our interest in learning, teaching,
and sharing continues to help us
celebrate the art of ringing, in spite
of the health crisis. It’s time to get back to work in getting
the bells prepared for ringing again. Many handbell
groups are finding safe and innovative ways to stay
connected with bringing handbell ringers together. There
has been lots of information published on solo ringing.
From teaching youth to helping adults, solo ringing takes
reading music, technique, focus, and commitment to
honing this skill. Use music appropriate for each person’s
level, and divide the music into phrases. Slow down the
tempo and practice crossing patterns used in the music to
achieve the best technique for having the best quality
tones.

The convention center finally listened to all of the
feedback from previous events that the restrooms were
too far away from the main ringing area, so they put new
ones right across the hall! It’s the little things in life that
make so many ringers happy!
We had great classes covering a wide range of topics that
were enjoyed by everyone.
Mark your calendars now for next year's event at Ocean
City, March 17-18.

In Williamsburg, VA, solo ringing is happening at St. Bede
Catholic Church. You may enjoy this performance of
Arioso by J. S. Bach., performed by organist Aaron
Renniger and handbell soloist Carina Sturdy.
With many ensembles ringing into spring, we encourage
you to support handbell choirs throughout your
communities in Virginia. Listen to handbell music online,
search to see what local handbell ensembles are doing in
your area, or visit the Handbell Musicians of America
website to enjoy music.

Two choirs met at St. Bede Roman Catholic Church for Jubilation in Williamsburg and spent the day ringing with
clinician Kerry Johnston. In addition to working on the four festival selections, Kerry worked on various
rudimentary techniques with the choirs, most of whose ringers were somewhat new to handbells. The choirs capped
the day off with a concert to an appreciative audience. Many thanks to St. Bede Church for the use of its excellent
facilities!
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AREA 3 OFFICERS
AREA 3 BOARD

Sue Atkins, Chair (2023)
chair.area3@handbellmusicians.org
Kerry Johnston, Chair-elect (2025)
chairelect.area3@handbellmusicians.org
Tammera Missel, Board (2023)
boardmember1.area3@handbellmusicians.org
Laura Swafford, Board (2023)
boardmember2.area3@handbellmusicians.org
Dottie Tweedle, Board (2025)
boardmember3.area3@handbellmusicians.org
Debra LeBrun, Board (2023)
boardmember4.area3@handbellmusicians.org

ADVERTISER INDEX
SUPPLIERS
Handbell Services, Inc., p. 6

Neesa Hart, Board (2021)
boardmember5.area3@handbellmusicians.org
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treasurer.area3@handbellmusicians.org
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Raleigh Ringers, p. 8
8516 Sleepy Creek Drive  Raleigh, NC 27613
(919) 847-7574  www.rr.org

Westminster Ringers, p. 11

www.handbellservices.com
(800) 37-BELLS
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(410) 848-5482  www.westminsterringers.org
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P. O. Box 1541  Matthews, NC 28106
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What ’ s Shakin’



DATE(S)

EVENT

LOCATION

CLINICIANS

June 2-5, 2022

VIRTUOSO 2022

Raleigh, NC

William Payn

July 30-August 1, 2022 INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE RING-IN

Nashville, TN

William Payn
Toshikazo Yoshido

July 31-August 1, 2022 NATIONAL SEMINAR EXPERIENCE

Nashville, TN

Various

August 1-6, 2022

20th INTERNATIONAL HANDBELL SYMPOSIUM Nashville, TN

Various

August 2-5, 2022

INTERNATIONAL YOUTH SYMPOSIUM

Nashville, TN

Nicholas Hanson

February 23-26, 2023

DISTINCTLY BRONZE EAST 2023

New Bern, NC

Fred Gramann

February 24-26, 2023

REACHING FOR BRONZE

New Bern, NC

TBA

March 17-18, 2023

RINGING AT THE MARYLAND BEACH

Ocean City, MD

David Harris
Nicholas Hanson

March 24-25, 2023

VIRGINIA IS FOR [HANDBELL] LOVERS

TBA

David Harris
Laura Blauch
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VACANT, Community Choir Liaison
communitychoir.area3@handbellmusicians.org

Theresa Carpenter, Registrar
registrar.area3@handbellmusicians.org
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greggbog@comcast.net
Debra LeBrun, Webmaster
webmaster.area3@handbellmusicians.org
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Sue Atkins
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Laura Swafford
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