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FROM THE CHAIR...
Did you volunteer to refile all the bell music? Did you
polish the bells? Did you stitch up the mallets that were
coming undone? Did you resew the seams on your table
covers or pads? Did you ask if you could borrow bells to
learn a new skill like four-in-hand?

Sue Atkins, Area 3 Chair
chair.area3@handbellmusicians.org

F

ebruary.

Maybe you’d like to volunteer in support of Handbell
Musicians of America. We are always looking for people
to assist in our efforts. Right now we are looking for
someone to act as our Community Choir liaison but I’m
sure any of the Area 3 board members or appointees
would love to hear from you about other ways you can
contribute to our Area.

According to the calendar the
shortest month of the year. Why
does it feel like the longest
month of the year then?
Especially this February when
COVID has yet again put a
damper on many of our routine
activities—rehearsals, worship
services, handbell festival preparation. And then there’s
the weather. Gray, stormy, cold, and just “blah.”

In fact, one thing we would love to do is build a database
of all the school programs within Area 3. As you might
imagine, our membership roster is heavy with church
names but less so with school programs. We suspect
individual teachers are members, but we don’t know
their school affiliations. So, if you know of schools with
chimes or bells, please let me know. We’ll start a list!

As one of my dear friends says,
“Ringing is my happy place.”
I suspect for many of you that is
true—whether it is in front of the
table or behind it.

But, let’s get back to February. That darn groundhog did
see his shadow, which forecasts another six weeks of
winter. But, he’s only right 40% of the time, so there is
hope for an early spring. The Olympic Winter Games are
underway. Valentine’s Day is around the corner. NASCAR
starts up again soon. And, while we had to make the
touch decision to cancel our Williamsburg Festival,
barring any crazy change in COVID conditions, we will be
together in Ocean City soon.

So, how do we get out of the February doldrums? As one
of my dear friends says, “Ringing is my happy place.” I
suspect for many of you that is true—whether it is in
front of the table or behind it. How are you coping with
less ringing—or with no ringing at all—right now?

So, as we continue the slog through February, I hope you
find whatever it takes to be in your “happy place.”

REFLECTION & DISCOVERY
Beau Lochte, MD State Chair
md.area3@handbellmusicians.org

A

s a new year begins and handbell
choirs gather together again, a
time of reflection and discovery is
upon us. When I became Handbell
Director at Second Presbyterian
Church in Baltimore, MD, in 2013, I
inherited a rich library of bell music for
all levels with a wide range of octaves
and for all seasons of the church year. I
have enjoyed selecting pieces from the library and reringing favorites through the years. But this past
Christmas season I chose to add to the library one of
my favorites: Tchaikovsky’s The Nutcracker arranged as a
suite by Michael Ryan (music available from Jeffers
Handbell Supply).

Balancing challenging rhythmic sections and lots of
chromatic motion in all the bell parts with the
rewarding sound of the familiar melodies of
Tchaikovsky’s famous ballet created an enjoyable
experience for both the listeners and the ringers!
While I believe ringing pieces your bell choir has
rung in the past perhaps allows for a more
comfortable/relaxed rehearsal environment, setting
forth an achievable goal with new music can give
ringers (and directors) an added motivation and
focus for every piece, every measure, every beat.
I wish all a new year filled with new music and
discovery.
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GETTING BACK INTO THE “RING” OF THINGS
Sarah Sheffield, Coordinator of Events
md.area3@handbellmusicians.org

T

wenty-twenty was a doozy of a
year. And 2021 gave 2020 a run
for its money. As we enter 2022, we
are all holding our breath to see
how much of our current normal we
can leave behind and how much of
what we loved before can be added
back in. For me, one of the “pre”
things that I loved were festivals. I
loved attending as a ringer. I loved
working as faculty or as part of the
host organization. I loved meeting new people and
working with different clinicians.

Bronze Division piece that choirs can audition to
perform. Running concurrently with the Massed Track
is the Jubilation Track which is geared towards choirs
ringing level 1-2 music. Ringers in both tracks will have
the opportunity to take classes.



OCEAN CITY MASSED: Jason Krug

This spring we are planning to move forward with one of
our adult festivals. That festival will be held at the Roland
E. Powell Convention Center in Ocean City, MD, on
March 18-19. At the festival we have a Massed Ringing
track where groups will work on songs that are level 3and 3. Also in the Massed Track, there is an optional



OCEAN CITY JUBILATION: Paul Brill

BELLS

IN

The festival will begin Friday night with a massed
ringing session. Saturday will be a mix of rehearsals and
classes, closing with a final concert by both tracks.
This year we are honored to have the following
clinicians joining us:

Masks will be required at all times while in attendance
at the event. Proof of Vaccination will be required for all
attendees. For more information, including registration
forms, please visit our website.

WORSHIP

Jerry Hill, Metro DC State Chair
va.area3@handbellmusicians.org

M

uch discussion has been
made in recent years on the
use of bells in worship. Is there a
place for them with the trends in
worship styles? Do bells still have a
place in worship today? Is bell
music meaningful to listeners? Has
the art form seen its day?



need to belong. Members feel a need to share their
talent with their Creator. They desire to understand
the emotional feeling within the written score and
provide meaning to the listeners.


CONCENTRATION. True worship offers individuals

opportunities for solitude and reflection. The listeners
escape to new zones of emotional meaning and the
refreshing of their spirits. They reach peak
experiences with self-actualization.

I am the director of a handbell
group which has as its name
“Adoration Ringers.” I envision my yearly goals, plan the
budget, and organize a schedule with, hopefully, a concert
at the end of the bell season. Weekly rehearsals are held in
preparation for meaningful worship sharing. Special
opportunities are planned for the Advent and Lenten
seasons. I often step back and reflect upon what the name
of the group means to me. “Adoration” means worship,
worship to a Creator who is reflective on the faces of its
members and the audience who listen to our ringing.


COMPASSION. They love what they do. They sense a



CONTEXT. Careful analysis of the composition with

the degrees of abilities of the performers and the
abilities of those within the intended audience; this
helps create genuine worship. It does not just happen.
It must be planned with flexibility.


CURRICULUM. We must prepare for the spirit of

worship. This is a developmental process. Our music
selection must reflect the audience that will hear us.

COMMITMENT. Worship is usually understood as a

Are bells for worship? Definitely! We must be good
stewards in our endeavors to provide meaningful
performances to our participants and listeners.

reverence or regard for something, maybe a deity or
God. Many bell members come to rehearsals week
after week because of their commitment to the art
form.
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REOPEN, RESTORE, REIGNITE, & RENEW
Ring out, wild bells, to the wild sky,
The flying cloud, the frosty light:
The year is dying in the night;
Ring out, wild bells, and let him die.

Reginald A. Fox, VA State Chair
va.area3@handbellmusicians.org

H

appy New Year! For many it is
a time for REOPENing—a
time to reopen businesses, schools,
churches, and perhaps a time to
reopen with handbell choirs. With
the new year it may feel like the
start of some new beginnings;
however, the effects of the health
crisis continue to emerge with high
virulence, affecting the regular
schedule of rehearsals, services, and
other bell events. As we all remain hopeful, I was happy to
see the reopening of handbell events nationally and statewide. Stay tuned as the latest issues and announcements
are included in the communications by Handbell
Musicians of America.

Ring out the old, ring in the new,
Ring, happy bells, across the snow:
The year is going, let him go;
Ring out the false, ring in the true.

Ring out the grief that saps the mind
For those that here we see no more;
Ring out the feud of rich and poor,
Ring in redress to all mankind.
Ring out a slowly dying cause,
And ancient forms of party strife;
Ring in the nobler modes of life,
With sweeter manners, purer laws.

As we begin to reopen, it may be time to RESTORE your
handbells by taking inventory, cleaning, making necessary
repairs, and replenishing the supplies. Regular
maintenance and cleaning will help to maintain your bells
in the best ringing condition. It is a recommended
practice to wipe handbells after each performance, using
cleaning rouge as necessary to polish the bells. Also, it is
recommended to leave the cases open periodically to
allow the fabric to breathe from any ambient humidity and
to air out at least once a year. Schulmerich Bells Company
provides a quick video on preventative maintenance
featuring The Handbell Workshop with Kermit D. Junkert,
and Handbell World provides some tips on how to care
for your handbells.

Ring out the want, the care, the sin,
The faithless coldness of the times;
Ring out, ring out my mournful rhymes
But ring the fuller minstrel in.
Ring out false pride in place and blood,
The civic slander and the spite;
Ring in the love of truth and right,
Ring in the common love of good.
Ring out old shapes of foul disease;
Ring out the narrowing lust of gold;
Ring out the thousand wars of old,
Ring in the thousand years of peace.

As we continue to communicate, it is a time to REIGNITE
members of our handbell choirs and perhaps showcase
some of the music that has been performed. Remember
the people are the important part of promoting for a
handbell choir. It is the people who bring that positive
energy and excitement to learning and playing. Reignite
your members with new positions, new techniques, and
new music. Reignite your members with praise and ways
to come together in a safe and healthy environment.

Ring in the valiant man and free,
The larger heart, the kindlier hand;
Ring out the darkness of the land,
Ring in the Christ that is to be.
It is an exciting time for
The Bell-O-Gram is
handbell ringers to
published four times a year
collaborate across
by the Handbell Musicians of
regional and state lines.
America Area 3.
Our interest in learning,
No part of this publication may be
teaching, and sharing
reproduced or transmitted
continues to help us
in any form or by any means,
electronic or mechanical, including
celebrate the art of
photocopying, recording, or by any
ringing in spite of the
information storage and/or retrieval
health crisis. As we
system, without express written
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consent of the Handbell Musicians of
America Area 3.
reignite, and renew, I
look forward to staying
Copyright © 2022 by Handbell
connected and sharing
Musicians of America Area 3. All
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rights reserved.

Finally, it is a time to RENEW our passion for ringing.
Handbell choirs and ensembles have been a part of
Christian worship all over the world. Handbells have been
a great supplement to the music ministries and help to set
a tone for the service. There have been many experiences
with both youth and adults who have picked up the bells
and enjoy the sound of handbells ringing throughout a
sanctuary, auditorium, or other event hall. The joy of
ringing always makes me think about a poem, “Ring Out,
Wild Bells,” by Alfred, Lord Tennyson (1809-1892).
Published in 1850, the year he was appointed Poet
Laureate, this excerpt is part of In Memoriam.
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HOW

TO

ADVERTISE

The Bell-O-Gram is a great way to reach more than 1,000
readers, all with an interest in handbells! For specific
advertising information, please click here. If you have
questions, contact editor Carl Ashley at 919-735-2516 or
email: bellogram@gmail.com.

The Bell-O-Gram is published in November, January,
April, and August by Area 3 of the Handbell Musicians of
America, a non-profit organization dedicated to advancing
the musical art of handbell and handchime ringing
through education, community, and communication. The
editor reserves the right to reject/modify copy & ads. PNG
files render the best results.

DEADLINES

November: September 15
January: November 15
April: February 15
August: June 15

ADVERTISING RATES
Full page: $105
Half page: $75
Quarter page: $55
Eighth page: $35

Four-issue bookings receive
a 20% discount.
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AREA 3 OFFICERS

Neesa Hart, Board (2021)
boardmember5.area3@handbellmusicians.org

AREA 3 BOARD

Leslie Lewis, Treasurer (2025)
treasurer.area3@handbellmusicians.org

Sue Atkins, Chair (2023)
chair.area3@handbellmusicians.org
Kerry Johnston, Chair-elect (2025)
chairelect.area3@handbellmusicians.org

APPOINTEES

Marcia Payne Wooten, Secretary to the Board (2025)
secretary.area3@handbellmusicians.org

Tammera Missel, Board (2023)
boardmember1.area3@handbellmusicians.org

Beau Lochte, MD State Chair
md.area3@handbellmusicians.org

Laura Swafford, Board (2023)
boardmember2.area3@handbellmusicians.org

Kevin B. Chamberlain, DelMarVa State Chair
de.area3@handbellmusicians.org

Dottie Tweedle, Board (2025)
boardmember3.area3@handbellmusicians.org

Jerry Hill, Metro DC Chair
dc.area3@handbellmusicians.org

Debra LeBrun, Board (2023)
boardmember4.area3@handbellmusicians.org

ADVERTISER INDEX

Raleigh Ringers, p. 6
8516 Sleepy Creek Drive  Raleigh, NC 27613
(919) 847-7574  www.rr.org

SUPPLIERS

Westminster Ringers, p. 7

Handbell Services, Inc., p. 5
www.handbellservices.com
(800) 37-BELLS

737 Holland Lane  Westminster, MD 21158
(410) 848-5482  www.westminsterringers.org

PERFORMING ENSEMBLES

PUBLISHERS

Charlotte Bronze Handbell Ensemble, p. 5

Grassy Meadow Music, p. 5

P. O. Box 1541  Matthews, NC 28106
www.charlottebronze.org

www.GrassyMeadowMusic.com

Hillary B. Marotta, p. 5
www.hillarymarotta.com
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What ’ s Shakin’



DATE(S)

EVENT

LOCATION

CLINICIANS

Feb. 24-27, 2022

DISTINCTLY BRONZE EAST 2022

New Bern, NC

Brian Childers

Feb. 24-27, 2022

REACHING FOR BRONZE

New Bern, NC

Kathryn Jurado

March 12, 2022

CAPITAL AREA SPRING RING

Raleigh, NC

Kerry Johnston

March 18-19, 2022

AREA 3 SPRING FESTIVAL

Ocean City, MD

Jason Krug
Paul Brill

March 19, 2022

CANCELED

Salisbury, NC

Brian Childers

Williamsburg, VA

Michael Mazzatenta
Kerry Johnston

Raleigh, NC

William Payn

July 30-August 1, 2022 INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE RING-IN

Nashville, TN

William Payn
Toshikazo Yoshido

July 31-August 1, 2022 NATIONAL SEMINAR EXPERIENCE

Nashville, TN

Various

August 1-6, 2022

20th INTERNATIONAL HANDBELL SYMPOSIUM Nashville, TN

Various

August 2-5, 2022

INTERNATIONAL YOUTH SYMPOSIUM

BELL TOWER RINGERS HANDBELL FESTIVAL
March 25-26, 2022

CANCELED
AREA 3 SPRING FESTIVAL

June 2-5, 2022

VIRTUOSO 2022

AREA 3 OFFICERS (CONT’D)

Nashville, TN

Nicholas Hanson

Karen Eggert, Historian
historian.area3@handbellmusicians.org

Reggie Fox, VA State Chair
va.area3@handbellmusicians.org

Lynn Bogovich, Composition Contest Chair
lynnbogovich49@gmail.com

VACANT, NC State Chair
nc.area3@handbellmusicians.org

Laura Blauch, Scholarship Chair
scholarship.area3@handbellmusicians.org

Carl Ashley, The Bell-O-Gram Editor
bell-o-gram.area3@handbellmusicians.org

ADDITIONAL STAFF

Theresa Carpenter, Registrar
secretary.area3@handbellmusicians.org

Kath Wissinger, CHIME Loan
chimeloan.area3@handbellmusicians.org

Gregg Bogovich, Layout Coordinator
greggbog@comcast.net

Jerry Hill, CHIME Grant Chair
chimegrant.area3@handbellmusicians.org

Lawrence Stewart, Webmaster
webmaster.area3@handbellmusicians.org

VACANT, Education Liaison
education.area3@handbellmusicians.org

FINANCE COMMITTEE

Sarah Sheffield, Coordinator of Events
eventscoordinator.area3@handbellmusicians.org

Sue Atkins
chair.area3@handbellmusicians.org

Sue Atkins, Membership Chair
membership.area3@handbellmusicians.org

Laura Swafford
boardmember2.area3@handbellmusicians.org

Ken Bissell, Mentor Coordinator
mentorcoordinator.area3@handbellmusicians.org

Kerry Johnston
chairelect.area3@handbellmusicians.org

VACANT, Community Choir Liaison
communitychoir.area3@handbellmusicians.org

Leslie Lewis
treasurer.area3@handbellmusicians.org
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